Maths in Reception

Lillian is collecting shells on the beach.
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At the end of the Reception year, the children should
have a deep understanding of number to 10. This
means knowing and being able to explain more, less,
sharing, adding together and taking away for every
single number to 10 as well as explaining the
different number combinations that make any given
number.

This leads on to another section of the Reception
curriculum in which children should be able to
automatically recall ‘number bonds’ to 5 and some to
10. A number bond is two numbers that when you
add them together they make another number. At
Marshgate, we aim for the children to understand
how any number to 10 can be split up and we explore
the ways to make any number.

Subitising is a part of the Reception curriculum.
Subitising is being able to look at a set of objects and
automatically say how many there are without
counting them. This ability is progressed through
practice and a great way to develop this skill is by
playing board games with a dice or by playing
dominos!

Comparing is an essential skill in maths. Children
should understand what comparing is and how to do
it effectively. When exploring the concept of
comparing quantities, we aim for the children to be
able to talk about all the amounts they see in front of
them when explaining how they know which one has
the fewest or the most etc

Children in Reception are being taught the repeating
pattern nature of our number system and we use 100
squares to highlight this repetition. This also helps
the children to identify other numerical patterns such
as evens and odds, doubles and halves.



