
   Geography Vocabulary Progression 

 

EYFS and KS1 

EYFS 
 

Year 1 Year 2 

Ourselves 
address, house, flat, bungalow, road, town 
 
Earth and Space 
Summer, Autumn, Winter, Spring, weather, 
snow, rain, sun, wind, temperature, world 
 
Dinosaurs 
continent, country,  
 
People Who Help Us 
map 
 
Plants and growth 
weather, season, hot, cold 
 
Animals and ‘mini-beasts’ 
country, map, world, habitat 
 
 
 

Local Area 
Human features, map, North Sheen, Richmond, 
City. 
London Landmarks 
Country, United Kingdom, City, Town, London, 
Landmark, South, England 
 
Weather and Climates Around the World 
Climate, Continent, Ocean, Equator, North Pole, 
South Pole 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What a wonderful world 
northern hemisphere, southern hemisphere, 
Asia, Europe, South America, journey line 
 
Comparing UK and Uganda 
Lake Albert, Lake Victoria, Lake Kyoga, Kampala, 
colonialism, landlocked 
 
Beside the Seaside 
Beach, cliffs, coast, physical features, transport, 
compass points, East, West, Brighton 

 



   Geography Vocabulary Progression 

KS2 
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

The UK and our Local Area  

Population, counties, land use, 
compass, public transport, locality, 
region 

Hawaii and Italy, Comparison Study 
against the UK 

Topography, Rome, Honolulu, 
London, time zones, islands, Pacific, 
Mediterranean, settlements, 
mountains, volcanoes 

Climate Zones/Biomes 

Arctic Circle, Tropic of Cancer, 
Tropic of Capricorn, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
Antarctic Circle, Latitude, Longitude, 
biome 

 
Energy and the Environment 
Solar power, wind power, biomass, 
carbon footprint, food miles, 
conservation, efficiency, renewable 
 
Mapping Skills  
Ordinance Survey (OS), symbol, 
scale, 4-figure grid reference, 16 
compass points 
 
Guatemala 
Central America, Panajachel, Maya, 
Lake Atitlán, trade, Tikal, conflict 

 
Rivers 
Upper course, lower course, middle 
course, oxbow lake, confluence, 
tributary, meander, source, mouth,  
The water cycle 
 
Violent Earth 
Magma, Earthquakes, tsunami,  
hurricane, flash flooding, tectonic 
plates, mantle, Earth’s core,  
crust 
 
Mapping Skills 
 
4-figure grid reference, 6-figure grid 
reference, coordinate, contour, 
contour interval 
 

 
Mountains 
 
summit, peak, Mt. Snowdon, 
Snowdonia, landform, plateau, 
snowline  
 
Around the World in 6 Weeks 
 
Location, economy, More 
Economically Developed Country 
(MEDC), Less Economically 
Developed Country (LEDC), borders, 
transportation links 
 
 
Digital Mapping 
 
Distance, scale bar, aerial maps, 
satellite maps, sketch maps, 
Digimaps 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


